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Statement of General A. A. Vandegrift, Commandant of the Marine Corpe 
. before the Senate Armed Services Committee on 5S, 758, the 


Wational Security Act of 1947. y 


mR. CHAIRMAN AND NEKBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 


4s Commandant of Marines and spokesman for our Corps, I desire 
to discuss certain features of the pending measure, 


I have never opposed the principle of unification, although 
I have exsressed strong disapproval of the objectives underlying 
the original Collins Plan for outright merger of the armed forces. 
i am in accord with the over-all objectives which the bill now 
under consideration seeks to attain. 


Since reading some of the testimony which has been given be- 
fore this Committee, particularly that of General Eisenhower 2nd 
the Under Secretary of War, Mr. Royall, I have. become increasingly 
¢goncerned about the danger of lessening the degree of civilian, 
including Congressional, control over our military establishment 
by concentrating great powers in a single individual. As a 
result of this testimony I have become anprehensiye of the results 
that may ensue unless those powers ere more euarply defined and 
there is a clearer meeting of minds as to just what authority is 
vested in the Secretary of National Defense. 


I think it 1s apparent to éveryone that this is a bill of 
the broadest national character, with a heavy impact upon the 
Givilian as well as the military structure, I am sure that any 
imperfections will be adequately dealt with by other witnesses 
eslled before tric Cenmittec, witmesees whe are lesders in the 
_ fields of government, education, science, industry, and labor. and 
wno are competent to speak in the broad terms necessary. My own 
- comments will be confined to the military aspects of the bill, and 
within that field I shall limit myself still further to those 
. Gefects of immediate concern to the sarines, 


Stated concisely and with respect to the Marine Corns, the 
defects of the bill are twofold: 


First: It affirms the existence of the liarine Corps 
witnout expressly stating the roles and missions 
which the Corps is expected to perform. 


' Second: It completely excludes the Marine Coros from 
participation in the Joint bodies and agencies 
which the bill would establish, 


In the balance of my statement, I shall elaborate upon these 5 
Gefects and attempt to convey to you their full import. 
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App Rees | ee ae at 
The failure. ‘of: the bilt: ‘to assign: ‘specifi’ fumeti ons to the. 
farine Corps_ is a source of ‘grave. concern’ to: me, for Lt: allous. 
he: Corps to be. stripped of everything but name--to reduce . eae to 
-vole:of military impotence. .-I wish to’ dwell” “upon the ‘positior 
of extreme vulnerability in’which the Corps- will be ‘placed. ‘oy 
enactment of the bilL An Ats present form. at 


nless. a retareay “statement of - the missions of ‘the Marine. 
Corps is included, its functions become dependent solely upon the. 
arbitrary judgment of the Secretary of National Defense. The - 
size,..the character, and the organization of ‘the Corps will lie 
in. his hands. Shere. is not a single specialty. which ‘the Marne 
Corps: has brought to a state of perfection which Senor be sum— 
marily transferred to. ,8O0e | other BOT va Cee 


‘Section 106--of- the ‘pall; which contains: the. sole mention .of 
heMarines. and-which goes. no further than to affirm ‘the presence. 
of: @: Barine Corps within the. Department. of” the, ‘Navy, contains ne 
guarantee that the Corps will retain .a‘si ingle one..of the ‘charac- 
teristics it has today, with the “one ‘exception of, its name... As a | 
guarantee of vigorous UHarine. Corps existence,” Section 106 ig 2... 
completely without meaning unlesea it.is acco “eases by a statement . 
of what the roles and missions of. the Marine” orps. shell be, e 


io Gah rig ‘ : foe 

esl believe. that Gongivert ond the. peogle | thave.a alesrcar idea. 
ag tothe sort of tarine Corps they wish. to maintain. I believe 
that. they wish. to maintain in the future the same kind of a Haring» 
Corps they have known in the’ past--one’ which servés aboard our 
«ships -of war and guards our naval stationse-one which protéets | 
our. national interests on foreign shores when:danger threatens— — 
above:all; “one- ‘which has developed amphibious warfare: and which” 
stand “peaay, An‘substantial force to sail with the fleet ta. nee 
“such warfare whenever 2nd. wherever the oecasion . arises« 


There ten one way eon aagube. that the nation. ghall Have. 
this*kind of ° marine: Corps, | ey erate touene cr guarantes—7is a 


a Atvas nighiy paso as 


that oat ra eee functions. vol th ldore, ee ‘do ‘SO. 


nizes.a. eeiric ‘néed ‘for ench of the segeiete C Sine i of 
national security. . The very» existence of each. ee is 


He 


“As specifically ‘relates. to the see peace 


f Tr at determines the iierine. Corps! amen ca. is “gttil 
oO: xist; «then “it ‘should be. set forth in, law— “otherwise the = c 
rL11 of ‘Congress can Pe utterly, and legally; ‘Agnored. 


ah oe t 
The other defect. of. the: ill, ag te ipeats ‘the Warine done. 

is the exclusion of Marine repre sentatives from the joint bodies 
and. agencies ta. ‘be. established or given. statutory recognition by 
‘the bill. From the Joint ,Staff down to the Central at bent Eeenee 
Agericy, the participation of Marine officers is not mentioned. 

As the bill now. stands, it. denies to these joint bodies the. -é 
wealth of Sse nce and unique enousodee: of a. Corps which ioe adiag ane 
epitomizes Jo3 int operations bi : 


Corps has participated in y Joint opers ations ie 
out its entire existence, The joint doctrines of. both the Army. 
and “the: Navy today are in ‘large part the -résylts of the’ rescarch, 

tudy, and thinking of Marine. officers who, for. twenty years 

rior to Pearl Harbor, devoted “their conscientious and: unceasing 
efforts to the formulation, and perfection: of ..the’ methods alo: Cee a 
techniques of amphibious warfare in joint operations. “I ask that 
Marine ‘officers’ be included in the severnl joint: tonrds and ~ 

gencies. I ask it because they have n distinet and gubatantes at 
contribution to make in the field of inter-service coordina ation, : 
A.contribution, bor rn of... their experience, : 2 aE | 


a tated An-my ‘coeni ne: “‘pemarke, md: T ene At) in seloeine. 
amin accord with the objectives which this bill secks to 
‘With respect to the Narine Corps, the necessary changes 
are. few in number and simple in charactcr—-the insertion of a 
Tear statement’ of the status and functions of. the Corps, anda 
slight rewording: of certcin sections to.provide for Marine Corps 
representation in the: appropriate. joint bodies and agencies. IL 
am.prepared to ubai ¢ draft. ancndments . which will. accomplish. 
these enneere + ; 


